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 God made work.  Work got frustrated.  You were created to create, made made to make.  
Work was there in Eden and exists in its frustrated form now east of Eden.  Work will be there in 
the new Eden.  There is an old medieval-to-most saying: a man's work is sun to sun but a 
woman's work is never done.  This pithy saying is meant to elevate our appreciation of the role 
of a homemaker.  In a 21st century western society, I think you would agree that "work" is never 
done for man or woman.   

 I’d bet you find ways to celebrate completed work.  You likely set goals and break them 
into projects and then into tasks.  You complete tasks one-by-one until we reach the goal; 
however, one goal gives way to another.  Life shifts.  Personnel changes.  And you never quite 
achieve finished work in an ultimate sense.  Moreover, you are never done eating and drinking, 
wearing and laundering, planting and ploughing, yarding and mowing, with dishes and trash and 
maintenance and cleaning.   

 You have an internal desire to complete work.  You will cope with this internal desire 
based on one of three motivational structures.  First structure, you quit trying.  You just recluse 
into mediocrity and go around greasing the proverbial squeaky wheels of life.  Whichever bill 
collector or boss screams the loudest, you respond.  Deep down, you face a crisis of purpose.  
Second structure, you keep trying, hard.  And as noble as trying hard sounds, it is a consuming 
moralism that, without proper grounding, will end in death.  Deep down, you too face a crisis of 
purpose though the crisis is expressed oppositely.  For you who try hard, and for you who have 
long since given up, there is a third structure.  

 The third structure is the gospel-centeredness.  God has given your life purpose: to know 
Christ and make Him known.  The gospel is the shape of your love for neighbor.  This gospel is 
content-based and historically-grounded gospel.  This gospel is based not on your own work but 
on Christ's finished work on the cross.  So the next time you feel like not starting a work (first 
structure) or like you're better than the average bear because of your good work (second 
structure), remember that the only one who ever really finished work was Christ--and He did it 
by God's sovereignty through suffering.  If you are going to cascade a meaningful sense of 
completed work during this life, then, your work must be gospel-centered.  Consider the words 
of the late CT Studd: "Only one life, the still small voice, Gently pleads for a better 
choice. Bidding me selfish aims to leave, And to God’s holy will to cleave; Only one life, ’twill 
soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last."  The good news is that, regardless of 
employer, every work done for Christ has lasting meaning.  
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 More to the point, Jesus said, "I glorified you on earth, having accomplished 
the work that you gave me to do" (John 17:4 ESV).  Following Jesus means working on the right 
things at the right times for the right reasons and then resting in the finished work of Christ.   

 You will not get “work” completely correct but that doesn't mean you must be denied the 
dignity of work.  You neither have to quit (first structure) or just try harder (second structure).  
You can work from a gospel-centered motivation (third structure).  So use the materials God 
gave you to the glory of God to work as unto God Himself (Colossians 3:17).  Your work is 
frustrated but can still be fulfilling.  Be sure to remember, during a crisis at work, that God made 
work and it can still be good.    

— This resource was released to “The Posey County News” on March 9, 2017 —   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